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A population that
does not take care
of the elderly and
e ofchildrenandthe
L young has no future,
because 1t abuses
both 1ts memory
and its promise.

Pope Francis

Z,

Sleepinqﬁnqel.
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31— : The dignity of Older People and their mission in the Church and in
the World. 1998 (From Pontifical Council for the Laity)

3= : Letter of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to the Elderly. 1 Oct 1999



Sunset’s radiance

An ageing society, with its trends of declining birth rates and longer life
expectancy, is what nearly all the countries of the world face, except for
emerging and lower-income nations. In a telling sign of general attitudes
In society, the media when addressing this phenomenon, tends to focus on
the issues of financial burden or economic advantage. At best, older
persons are a “business opportunity”; a market for products and services
designed just for them in mind. What makes old age special is obscured!

The meaning and value of old age

"Old age", like every stage of life, has its own special value, mystery,
wisdom, joys, and sorrows. Many, entering “old age”, finding their health
and life becoming precarious, often question the value of their very
existence.

Thinking about the "meaning and value of ageing", also makes us think
about the meaning and value of life. We can only discover the value of old
age when we reclaim its meaning and consider, from a faith perspective,
the place and role of older people, their involvement in the Church and
family, the contributions this age provides, the resources they have and the
difficulties they encounter.

In discovering the value of the elderly, we discover the treasure buried in
our society, and finding it, we want to protect and preserve it. By respecting
the elderly and protecting them, they can live out their third age
meaningfully and shine through as beacons of blessing to society and
humanity, as they are meant to!

Old age is a grace, a duty, a calling

Pope Francis has, on many occasions, made it clear the wealth that is old
age. ... He (God) calls us to follow Him at all stages of our lives, and old
age contains a grace, a mission, a true vocation... Old age is a vocation (...)
and not the time to "pull the oars into the boat".

"We need old people who pray, for it is for this that old age has come upon
us"... "The prayers of grandparents and old people are a great grace for the



Church and an incomparable wisdom for human society as a whole,
especially for those who are too busy ... In addition, the elderly can fill the
gaps of ingratitude around us by praying “in thanksgiving to the Lord for
the benefits received”; they can pray for the expectations of the younger
generation and give dignity to the memory and sacrifice of our ancestors ...
they can remind ambitious youth that life without love is boring and tell
the cowardly youth: future distress can be overcome.” They “can teach the
overly narcissistic youth: It is happier to give than to receive.”

Preserving our roots, passing on the faith to the young and caring for
the little ones

The Lord is the Lord of the living, the One who never retires. Therefore,
the vocation of grandparents and the elderly is in "proclaiming the Gospel
(for) there is no age of retirement for the mission of preaching the Gospel
and passing on the tradition to our children and grandchildren...

Helping the elderly to respond to God’s call

| pray that God will help our elderly to respond to God's call in their later
years, especially in the context of a throwaway culture, and to demonstrate
to society the value of the presence of grandparents and elders on this feast
day (the first World Grandparents and Older Persons Day).

Respecting our grandparents — our repositories of memory

"We live in a time when the elderly are not valued. They are abandoned
because they cause trouble. In fact, the elderly bring us history, doctrine
and faith, leaving them to us in the form of a legacy. Older people are like
aged wine, full of inner strength, giving us a noble legacy." ... "It's not good
to be old sometimes, but the wisdom of our grandparents is a legacy that
we should inherit. A nation that does not protect and respect its
grandparents has no future, because it has lost its memory."


http://zh.radiovaticana.va/news/11/03/2015

As we enter old age, although we are approaching dusk, there is still a
residual glow, which still shines and radiates warmth. Spread that warmth ...
Let us be grateful and remember each and every contribution that every
older person has made to their families and to the community.

See also:

<> The dignity of Older People and their mission in the Church and in
the World. 1998 (From Pontifical Council for the Laity)
< Letter of His Holiness Pope John Paul Il to the Elderly, 1 Oct 1999




