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Silent Offering

When the first Home was founded in Hong Kong, the Little Sisters who
began the apostolate here, left their homelands, to give themselves
wholeheartedly to the care of the poor, the infirm and the lonely.

Although we do not know much about these Little Sisters, we dedicate
these pages in remembrance of them, and hope that what is told of them
inspire future generations to carry on the service of taking care of the
Elderly.






Sr. Agnes de Jesus (1884 — 1975)
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Sr. Agnes de Jésus (née Marie Sen Teh Sien), 1884 — 1975

Sr. Agnes de Jésus was born on September 7", 1884, to one of the
wealthiest families in Shanghai. The religious faith of her family was just
as “rich”. Over a span of three centuries, the family nurtured two Jesuit
priests and many religious at various Congregations, of whom three
became Little Sisters of the Poor.

Sr. Agnes has the distinction of being the first Chinese Little Sister and also
one of the first for the foundation in Ngau Chi Wan, Kowloon. She entered
the Congregation in 1908 at Shanghai and in January 1911, professed her
first vows in the Novitiate at Shanghai. She made perpetual profession at
La Tour in France in June 1923 and received her mission for Hong Kong.
The construction of the Home had not yet begun since the Little Sisters had
only arrived in Hong Kong in February of that year.

For 28 years (1923 to 1962), Sr. Agnes was the Little Sister Assistant
(Mother Superior’s “right-hand”) in St. Joseph’s Home, Kowloon. In 1962,
she was transferred to St. Mary’s Home for the Aged in Wong Chuk Hang,
where she remained until 1967. The years since her arrival in Hong Kong
were certainly years of hard and heavy toil when we consider that the first
Home had not yet been built and she went to the second Home after it had
just been built!

At the ripe young age of 83, Sr. Agnes was transferred to Singapore. As
long as she was able, she worked in the linen room, folding clothes, and
helping out with mending, a skill she had acquired at home. She was pious,
sincere, hardworking, humble and spoke little, yet it was her fervent
prayers which led her to a total detachment. Like St. Jeanne Jugan, she was
that grain of wheat, fallen into the ground which produced a hundredfold
harvest!

In 1975, at the age of 91, Sr. Agnes returned to God. She was well-loved
and it showed on the day of her funeral. Despite the weather being
extremely hot and the cemetery a fair distance away, many Residents
insisted on being there to bid her a final adieu, armed with an orchid wreath
they had all chipped in to get for her



Sr. Clementine de la Conception (1882 — 1975)
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Sr. Clémentine de la Conception, 1882 — 1975

Sr. Clementine was born in France, and where she made her first vows
as a Little Sister of the Poor in 1903 at La Tour. She was first sent to
India where she missioned for five years, and then she was transferred
to Shanghai where she spent 17 years. In April 1927, she arrived in
Hong Kong, when plans to build a Home had begun.

Sr. Clementine was responsible for the laundry room. Back when
washing and drying machines were still on the drawing board, one can
only imagine how difficult it was doing the laundry for over 100
Residents, especially on rainy and humid days! But for 34 years, there
Sister was responsible for the laundry and the reception.

In later years, she treasured times of solitude, which she spent praying
for others. She prayed fervently for vocations to the Congregation, and
for the intentions confided to her from family, friends, and benefactors.

Her spiritual life was simple, with a total dependence on God. It was
her conviction that with Him as our Father, there was nothing to fear!
Death for Sr. Clementine was but a “return to the Father’s house”. She
left for the Father’s house at the age of 93, after consecrating 71 loving
years to His service as a Little Sister, of which 48 were spent at St.
Joseph’s Home.
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Sr. Isabelle Joseph (née £.i2 %), 1896 — 1992

Sr. Isabelle Joseph hailed from Spain. After her perpetual vows pronounced
in 1928 at La Tour, she came to Hong Kong, and where she remained until
God called her home to Himself. Throughout these 64 years, she served at
St. Joseph’s Home; never leaving Hong Kong once, not even for a home
visit to Spain!

Her years at St. Joseph’s Home were spent serving in various employments.
First, she worked in the laundry room and helped with the collecting.
Afterwards, she looked after the Residents who had dementia, but it was
during the 27 years when she worked in the kitchen, that she left a deep
Impression on others. At a time when facilities were to say the least,
inadequate, it was said that on rainy days, she cooked outdoors under an
umbrella! Sr. Isabelle was humble, virtuous and took on any assignment
without hesitation. Her selfless, hardworking attitude impressed all who
knew her and motivated them to get along and work together peaceably.

Life in Hong Kong during the Japanese Occupation (1941-1945) was hard
and distressing. Money had little value, goods were lacking and if they
were available, prices were exorbitant. Sr. Isabelle never forget those days
of misery and want, of seeing people starve to death on the streets, and she
suffered for not having enough food for the Residents.

Looking after Residents who lost their cognitive abilities was not easy. Yet,
on top of being very gentle and patient with them, Sr. Isabelle would think
up clever ways to make them cooperate with her but without annoying
them! In one incident, a Resident refused to return to his bedroom to sleep.
Finally, when the old gentleman was not looking, she quickly grabbed one
of his shoes and threw it into his bedroom. As he ran into his room to
recover his shoe, Sr. Isabelle closed the door behind them. Fortunately, the
Resident gave in and stayed in his room!

Sr. Isabelle was not one for many words, but she was enthusiastic and full
of zeal for souls. Fervent, humble, meek, and kind, Sr. Isabelle carried out
all her duties with a great spirit of sacrifice. At 90, she was mostly confined
to the Sisters’ Infirmary, which was a big sacrifice for her but in everything,

big and small, she found God. Her favourite passage from Sacred Scripture



was Chapter 25 of Matthew’s Gospel, verses 31 to 36. We are certain the
Lord placed Sr. Isabelle on his right since when she saw Him hungry and
thirsty, she did her best to give Him food and drink!

Three years ago, Pope Francis instituted “The World Day of the Poor” on
the Sunday preceding “The Solemnity of Christ the King”. Our Holy Father
wanted to remind us of the best way to prepare for this great feast and for
one’s admission into God’s Kingdom. Sr. Isabelle had prepared for that
great day by her lifetime of loving and devoted service.
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Sr. Adelina de Ste. Anne (§ g & %), 1902 — 2002

A native of Spain, Sr. Adelina was among the early group of Little
Sisters who came to serve in Hong Kong. She entered the Congregation
at 19 and pronounced her perpetual vows in 1931 at La Tour, France.
She served for two years in Rangoon (today, Yangon in Myanmar)
before coming to Hong Kong in 1933. Sr. Adelina missioned in St.
Mary’s Home for six years between 1933 and 2002. And then for nearly
70 years, she served at the reception at St Joseph’s Home, Kowloon.

Being in the reception put Sr. Adelina in direct contact with many
visitors, Residents, and their family members who found her friendly
and approachable. Her charisma was such that they would bring new
members of their family to visit her! Age only made her even more
amiable! When asked for the secret of her longevity at her 100" birthday
celebrations, without a second thought, Sr. Adele simply replied:
“Leave it to the Good Lord!” (Laissez-faire le Bon Dieu). With God, in
God ... the source and power of her serenity, Sr. Adele went home to
God at age 100, after 77 years of devoted service to the Lord.
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Sr. Louise du Bon Pasteur (née ¥l #7124 ), 1905 — 2000

Sr. Louise was the first Little Sister from Hong Kong. An only child, her
father died when she was very young, and she was raised by her mother
and uncle. She felt God’s calling early in life but was hesitant to follow her
vocation, seeing as many young people seemed not to persevere. But
moved by the Holy Spirit, she quietly went to knock at the door of the Little
Sisters of the Poor and in 1939, she made her first vows in Shanghai. She
was immediately assigned to St. Joseph’s Home in Kowloon.

In February 1958, Sr. Louise with three other Little Sisters left St. Joseph’s
Home and went to Wong Chuk Hang, Hong Kong for the new foundation.
Since July 1966 she was the collecting Little Sister. Every day she went to
homes and offices to ask for donations, or she went to the shops to collect
provisions. When she could no longer go out for the collecting, she worked
in the Chapel and taught Catechism to the Residents and under her care,
many Residents were made ready for Baptism! To help those, who were
often illiterate or hard of hearing, understand about God’s existence and
being, she knew to reach out to them, through words and deeds, showing
them God’s goodness. The gestures of daily life: a gentle greeting, a few
caring words, a helping hand, apparently nothing yet silently nurturing and
nourishing souls for God.

Sr. Louise officially retired from all activity when she was confined to a
wheelchair. She accepted this infirmity with serenity and a spirit of
sacrifice, always smiling and grateful for every little thing done for her.
Her life bore true and touching testimony to her great faith.
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