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St. Mary’s Home for the Aged

In 1939, Monsignor Valtorta had already invited the Little Sisters to make
a second Home in Hong Kong. But it was not until 1958 when Bishop
Lorenzo Bianchi PIME, in collaboration with the Social Welfare
Department, brought the matter up again, that the project materialized.

And so it was that on February 10", 1958, four Little Sisters: Sr. Estelle de
St. Dominique, Sr. Irene de Ste. Marie, Sr. Louise du Bon Pasteur, and Sr.
Rita de St. Pierre along with two men Residents left Sr. Joseph’s Home at
Ngau Chi Wan and arrived at Wong Chuk Hang, Hong Kong, to begin the
foundation.

At the time, Wong Chuk Hang was a small deserted bushy ridge covered
by shrubs and surrounded by sea on three sides and filled with fishing boats.
This tranquil environment was home to many boat people whose house
boats were moored in the inlet of the sea at the bottom of the property of
the new Home under construction. Transport was very inconvenient. The
property could only be reached either by small ferry boats or by a single
plank crossing the water to the main road, which tested the balancing skills
of pedestrians. And it was only in June of that year that the Hong Kong
Electric Company put up installations that supplied electricity to the area.

In order to survey the building works of the new Home, the Little Sisters
were able to borrow two barracks from the British Army: one to lodge the
Residents; and the other to use as a Chapel. The Sisters themselves lived
in a small make-shift hut beside the barracks.




When Bishop Bianchi visited the foundation on March 10", 1959, and
celebrated Mass in the make-shift Chapel, he said he felt that he was in
Nazareth! On March 18" of
that year, the Home took in
nine elderly men, seven of
whom had been transferred
from the Social Welfare
Department’s  shelter  at
North Point. Among these
early Residents was a Mr.
Lam Tuk, who during his
stay of 24 years until his
death in April 1983, was :
famous in the Home for being “an all-rounded handy man”. On April 1%,
1959, Dr. Ruiz, a member of the management of Grantham Hospital
volunteered his consultation services for the Residents. Although
construction works for the Home had yet to be completed, the Home was
for all intents and purposes “operating”. The number of Little Sisters who
formed that first Community in St. Mary’s was also completed on
September 11, 1959, with the arrival of Sr. Etienne Marie du Sacre Coeur.




A number of strong typhoons sweeping through Hong Kong in the sixties
left a massive trail of destruction, financial loss and casualties. In June
1960 when Typhoon “Mary” struck, many fishing boats were wrecked and
lost, people hurt and killed or missing, the toll exceeding 10,000. The hut
and barracks which housed the Little Sisters, and the Residents were struck
by lightning and badly damaged. But the electricity was disconnected in
time thus preventing the premises from being burnt! Then on September
1%, 1962, Typhoon “Wanda”, one of the most destructive typhoons ever to
hit Hong Kong blew in head-on. It left more than 72,000 people homeless.
More than six hundred victims from the neighborhood sought shelter in the
Home, where Divine Providence provided for their food along with that of
the Residents. Typhoon Wanda also left a litter of bricks and other debris
on the grounds of the Home. It was the police force from the nearby
training school who assisted in the clean-up, and since then, have always
been on hand to help the Home when needed!

Thanks to their help, the
new Home, dedicated to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary,
could go ahead as planned
on September 11", 1962.
The ceremony was
officiated by the Governor
of Hong Kong, Sir Robert
Black and attended by
Bishop Bianchi. Once again,
we experienced God’s wonderful care.

When the construction of the Convent and ladies’ quarters were completed
in 1961, the Home welcomed its first lady Resident, Madam Chan Ah-Ji.
What a joy for us when on Christmas Eve of that year, five Residents, who
had been taught the Catechism by the seminarians at Holy Spirit Seminary,
were baptized.

Since May 1966, the Hilton Hotel donated surplus food and pastries to the
Home daily until the Hotel ceased business in 1994. The annual Christmas
party which they held for the residents here in the Home was one of the
most welcomed events of the year.



When our Mother Foundress, Jeanne Jugan was

canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on October 4
11", 2009, representatives of the Residents, &%

Little Sisters, and volunteers from our Homes
all over the world attended the ceremony in
Rome. Upon her return, Resident representative
from St. Mary’s Home for the Aged, Mdm. Tai
Shun-Ying expressing her joy at having been
chosen said: “I never imagined that at this age,
| could go to Rome on pilgrimage and join a
ceremony like this. How can I thank God?!” She
was very excited to show all the photos she had
taken with the Sisters and volunteers from other

parts of the world. 2009 was a year of double blessings since it also marked
the Golden Jubilee of the founding of St. Mary’s Home for the Aged!

On Dec 15, 2001, one of our residents, Madam Leung Po, aged 110,
peacefully returned to our Heavenly Father inside our Home. She was
born on Dec 2, 1891. When she moved into our Home, she was already
104 years old. Madam Leung kept the record of the most long lived

resident since the establishment of our Home.




On July 1% 2010, Resident Mdm. Fung Shun-Ching aged 101, died
peacefully in the Home. She first came to the Home in 1968, bringing her
stay with us to a grand total of 42 years. Her record as the Resident with
the longest stay in our Home remains unbroken.

2017 was a year of special grace, being the “Year of Mercy” declared by
Pope Francis and also the centenary of Our Lady’s apparitions at Fatima.
To celebrate this last event, Pope Francis blessed six statues of Our Lady
of Fatima and sent them
around the globe for the
veneration of the faithful; to
reiterate Our Lady’s appeal
for “repentance, reparation
for sins, prayer, peace and
veneration of her
Immaculate Heart”. Hong
Kong was privileged to be
the first to receive one of the
pilgrim statues. St. Mary’s
Home was even more privileged to be the first to welcome Our Lady’s
statue for a few hours on the very day of its arrival on January 15", 2017.
Many of the Hong Kong faithful joined our Residents and Little Sisters as
we formed a procession around the grounds with her statue. We stopped in
front of the Crucifix in the garden and in front of the grotto of Our Lady of
Lourdes before entering the Chapel where it was crowned with roses. The
Eucharist was then celebrated after which all the participants prayerfully
dedicated themselves, their families, and the entire world to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary before Our Lady’s statue left for her next stop.
The entire ceremony lasted about 3 hours and ended with the distribution
and enrollment of the scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Fr. Gaetano Nicosia, a missionary known by almost all in Macau, where he
was nicknamed “Everyone’s Dad”, joined the Salesians when he was 15
years old, and went to preach in China at the age of 20. In 1963 he arrived
at Coloane, an island in Macau, to take care of the leper patients there. He
built a village for them, and named it “Our Lady’s Village” He dedicated
the Chapel within the village to Our Lady of Sorrows. In 1969, he
established St. Joseph’s Boarding School at Ka-Ho for homeless children.



Much of his life in Macau was spent, traversing the streets and alleys on
his motorcycle, caring for the poor and the weak and speaking of Jesus’
love for them!

In 2010, aged 95 with his strength failing, Fr. Gaetano finally moved into
St. Mary’s Home for the Aged. Far from retiring, he celebrated daily Mass
enthusiastically, praising God and rendering service by his prayers. Even
when his hearing worsened, he still concelebrated Mass, and spending most
of his time praying the rosary in the Chapel alcove and adoring the Blessed
Sacrament. His prayer resounding from the depths of his being: “Lord!
When | moved around swiftly, | served You by serving others. When | was
tired and exhausted, | served You by offering my weakness. Now that | am
old, I still praise You with : ~
my empty hands and my
nothingness™. ... “Lord!
For all those who do not
know You, those who are
suffering, those who do
not take time to pray, hear §
my prayers.”

On November 6™, 2017,
aged 102, he returned
home to our Heavenly

Father. His legacy to us: O
the beautiful image of the vocation of the Elderly, fulfilled and a radiant
and moving witness of a loving and self-sacrificing life well-lived!

In October 2019, Super Typhoon “Mangkhut” arrived in Hong Kong and
caused extensive damage all around the city, including our property.
However, St. Joseph, our protector made sure no one was hurt with
minimal damage to the buildings. Our grounds were the worst hit, with
many old and large trees being uprooted and strewn along the interior and
exterior roads. In particular, the heavy branches of a huge tree had fallen
onto the 11-foot outdoor Crucifix, given, and blessed by Bishop Valtorta in
the early days of the foundation. By the grace of a miracle, the Crucifix
was literally unscathed! Many volunteers, including people from the
neighborhood whom we did not even know came to help us clear up the
debris, although it took professional workmen three days to remove parts



of that huge tree.

Living all these events of daily life with a grateful heart, and not taking for
granted the help of those around us, every day becomes a miracle!




